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Preface

There are as many interpretations of the terms ‘agriculture’ and ‘farmer’ as there are interpreters and writers. As time goes on, the definitions and descriptions of terms in all sciences are improved or modified. So too the agriculture science under which there are many disciplines of studies and technical applications. As per the latest understanding it is defined as the involvement human beings on the earth, using his ever increasing knowledge and technology, to produce all the materials required to meet his ever increasing needs for his existence and development. 

Farmer means the one who directly involves himself in the production of food and other raw materials required for the existence and development of himself and other human beings. They are people involved in the primary occupations like raising crops, rearing animals, engaged in fishing and other aqua-cultural  activities, slogging in the forest related activities etc. The owners of the means of agriculture production are not farmers as many writers seem to think and interpret. Farmer is the one who physically does the above mentioned activities and spends on an average of 3500 to 4500 Kcal of physical energy per day of work for which he requires maximum amount of food energy, nutrients and rest to recuperate from his physical tiredness.
Dr. K. T. Chandy,  Agricultural & Environmental Education 

I.  Introduction

The greatest tragedy in Indian agricultural situation is that hardly anyone is ready to do any agricultural work such as growing crops or rearing animals; if at all someone is engaged in these activities, as in the case of all the agricultural labourers and marginal farmers, it  is only because they have no other way for their lively hood. Given an option anyone among them will opt for a clean collar job including a peon or watchman’s job in an office set up because first of all he can save his physical energy and get some stable monthly income. Secondly his saved physical energy can be utilized for other human developmental  activities like reading, attending study classes, watching educative programmes in the TV or relaxing himself. No one really wants to do agriculture and related activities as his livelihood occupation because it is not at all remunerative economically and highly degenerative physically, socially and psychologically. 

Economically agricultural occupations make one desperately debt ridden (Various reports on farmers suicides 2007-08); socially untouchable (Prakash L. 2008), developmentally low, psychologically worthless and personally self depreciatory. Yet all expects the agriculture sector to be vibrant in production and sound economically so that they have their daily food material within affordable expense. Every one depends on agriculture for his existence and development but no one really wants to do any agricultural works.  

The Indian farmer works in the open field bearing the brunt of summer heat, winter cold and sogginess of wet rainy season. Irrespective of caste, creed, tribe or gender the Indian farmer is ill clad, ill fed, ill housed, uneducated, un-understood, ill-treated  and  marginalized while he produces millions of tonnes of food materials to feed the whole nation and even people outside the nation. In this article “Farmers in India” primarily focus on the life situation of the farmers in India though the economic aspect is more explained. Hence it is the human face of agriculture that is highlighted here. 

Though the farmer and his activities are eulogized from ancient times to the present by the priests as well as politicians and by the commons and clerics, the fact  remains that the farmers  are the slaves of modern India if not of the world because he feeds people outside India too. This is true also for the similar type of farmers in the Asian-African and South American countries. Such a farmer has always been underpaid, overworked and unrecognized. The fruits of his labour are snatched away from his hands by the traders and governments. Following are some of the challenging issues faced by the Indian farmers.

II. Price Determination and Adequate remuneration

The first and foremost among the crisis and challenges that is faced by the farmers in India is the pattern of pricing of their products and labour. For almost all the other consumer items we use, the pricing is done by the manufacturers  is based on the actual and imputed value of all the visible and invisible factors of expenditure. Whereas in the case of all agricultural (including animal husbandry, fisheries and forestry) products the pricing is done not by the producers (farmers) but by the government or middle men. In other words they are not paid adequately for their labour. It is to be noted that most of the farming communities belong to scheduled castes and tribals and if they are victims of injustices it is because they are not only paid for their labour and but also for their products. 

III. Hurdles in Adequate Payment

There are several hurdles in making the adequate remuneration to the farmers. First of all in our country payment is done to people based on the academic degree they seem to have acquired. Whereas the payment should be  based on the basic average physical cost of living which is more or less same for every one or for every family of five to six members. Because the basic annual requirement of food, clothes, housing, education are same within a certain range of variation. In a country like China the difference between pay scales of the topmost and the lowermost positions in a government organisation is very low. The housing provided for both is the same: a two room flat. Everyone is given the same school education costing the same (AFPRO-Team to China, 1995).

Every adult human being whether high caste or low caste, whether highly educated or not needs, as already mentioned, certain amount of food items that make up a balanced diet, five to six pairs of clothes besides beddings and other fabric materials, 100 square ft area per adult for housing, education up to some job oriented courses or graduation, transport and communication facilities, usual medical and recreational facilities.  At present due to many reasons especially due high population these resources are not sufficient for everyone and when the resources are limited the old crude natural law, “might is the right” becomes the rule of the day.

Under such situation the poor farming classes like scheduled castes and tribals experience extreme scarcity of even basic requirements like food, clothes, housing and education. But if they are given their adequate  remuneration,  the correspondingly higher payment to the central and state government employees will be unwieldy for the government. The author of this article made a study of the cost of production of paddy in (Chandy, K. T. 1991) at Thajavoor, Tamil Nadu and Kuttanadu, in Kerala. The actual cost of production of one kilogram of paddy in Thanjavoor was Rs 17 and 21 respectively in Thanjavoor and Kuttanadu while the price fixed by the government was Rs. 3.5 per kg paddy which is one-fifth and one-sixth respectively of the cost of production of one kg of paddy at Thanjavoor and Kuttanad. At that time the retail price of paddy was about 6-7 rupees and that of the rice was about 14-15 rupees. The edible rice yield from paddy in the process of milling is a little over 50%; that means the actual cost of production at the farmers’ level will be Rs 42 per kg rice (milled paddy). If the farmer is given Rs 21 rupees per kg of paddy the price of rice in the market at the present level of subsidy would have been Rs 84 per kg which is six times the price of that time (14 x 6 =84). That means the central and state government employees would have to be given, based on the cost of rice cultivation alone, a salary six times that of the scale given to them at that time. No government would be able to give that much. Hence the poor, illiterate and powerless farmers were made to suffer extreme want and destitution. 

The ratio between cost of production at the farmer’s level and the market price at the consumer’s level remains almost the same (1:6). That means at present the government will have to pay six times more than what is given to its employees now. So an employee who is getting Rs.10000 will have to be given Rs. 60,000 and another one who already gets Rs. 60,000 will have to be given Rs. 3,60,000 per month. Similarly for all others working in all the organized sector will have to be paid six times more than what they are getting now. This is a huge un-surmountable national burden which was put on the farmers who, being unaware of these hard facts, are bearing it like silent slaves of the ancient time. To understand the plight of the poor we need to study the actual cost of living. 

IV. The Cost of living
Everybody talks about the cost of living; but has any one worked out the actual cost living for a family of five to six members in India for a human life with dignity? Human life has two aspects: existence and development.  At the existence level humans share their life with animals on earth by merely eating whatever they may be getting. But to be a human being in the present world as already mentioned he needs balanced diet, five to six pairs of clothes besides beddings and other fabric materials, minimum of 100 square ft  area per adult for housing, education at least up to the level of some job oriented  graduation or diploma, transport and communication facilities, the usual medical and  recreational facilities. If a human being does not have facilities for a life with dignity, he becomes easily vulnerable to all types of exploitation, economic and social, compared to the one who is able to have the means and capacity for a decent human living. In the nature “existence is prior to development; but for a human being existence is meaningless without development and development is impossible without proper means for a life with dignity”. 

For a life with dignity a person should have sufficient monthly/yearly income to meet about 32 items of expenditures, of which balanced diet is firs in the priority. Maslow, A. H. (1954) categorized all the human needs and placed them hierarchically in a triangular diagram. But the direction of priority of things is just opposite to the direction hierarchy. Thus within the above mentioned priority and hierarchy of things human needs are classified into two major items: food and non-food expenditures. Though existentially food becomes the first priority the socio-cultural priorities force a human to spend adequately on certain non-food items. Obviously he will adjust the expenditure of his income however little may be between his food and non-food requirements. Surveys show that there is a consistent ratio of 1:5 between the expenditures for the food and non-food items till a man’s income and expenditure matches. When his income is more than the expenditure then the ration will go up above 1:6 to any amount (Samuelson Paul A. & Nordhuas William, D., 1989). At any given time it is easy to estimate the actual cost of the minimum food requirement for a family of five to six based on the prevalent price of food items in the market.  Then using the ratio 1:5 we can estimate the required cost of non-food items a family requires for life with dignity.

For the food consumption the most accepted standard for India is what is recommended by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR,1981). After about 50 years of research it has established a norm for qualitative and quantitative intake of food items for a balanced diet for the Indian people depending on the nature their work, age and sex. Accordingly the average quantities of various food items required for a six member hard working family along with their present average retail market prices (Average Food Prices 2008) in parenthesis, is given  in table 1.

Table  1. Average per head per day requirements of food items in a 

hard working family of six

	(1)*

Sl.

No
	(2)*

Food items for Balanced diet
	(3)*

Average per head in a family of 5 to 6 (gm)
	(4)

Quantity (kg per family

Of six)
	(5)*

Price per 

Kg
	(6)

Cost 

per 

day

	1
	Cereals
	500
	3.000
	20
	60.00

	2
	Pulses/egg/meat/fish
	50
	0.300
	50
	15.00

	3
	Oil & fat
	50
	0.250
	55
	16.50

	4
	Sugar
	50
	0.300
	25
	07.50

	5
	Leafy vegetables
	50
	0.300
	10
	03.00

	6
	Root vegetables
	50
	0.300
	25
	07.50

	7
	Pod/fresh seed veg.
	50
	0.300
	15
	04.50

	8
	Salad of few items
	50
	0.300
	17
	05.10

	9
	Milk
	200
	1.200
	20
	24.00

	10
	Fruits
	50
	0.300
	60
	19.00

	11
	Tea/coffee
	2 cups/day
	12 cups
	02
	24.00

	12
	Spices and salt as required but cost on an average
	10.00

	13
	Fuel as required but cost on an average
	15.00

	14.
	Clean water 10-12 glass/day & eliminate body waste
	00.00

	Total Cost of food per day/family Rs.
	211.10

	Total Cost of food per day/head  Rs.
	35.18**










** say Rs 35.00

(1)* The number of food categories

(2)* Consumption of these categories of food items is necessary for providing proper nutrition which consists of enough carbohydrate, protein, minerals and vitamins. Different types of vegetables are necessary for availing about 22 minerals and 16 vitamins. The only food items one can cut down will be oil/fat, tea/coffee, sugar and spices. If one chooses to cook with solar cooker the cost of fuel may also be reduced. 

(3)* The amount estimated is only minimal and includes the unavoidable loss that happens between the market to the mouth of the consumer. Well to do people consume most of these categories of food much more than the amount recommended for them. 

(5)* The price rates of the food items in this column is the prevalent market rate at the time of estimation or average per year. Any one can find the average  price rates and calculate the cost of balanced food in any place at any time.

As is shown in table1 the cost of food and fuel alone estimated amounts to Rs. 211per day which means Rs. 6330 per month or Rs 75960 per year. Applying the ratio 1:5  the estimated amount required for the non-food expenditure per year would be Rs 3,79,800 (75960x5). Thus for a hard working farming family of 6 members the net income required for a human life with dignity at the present market rate would be Rs. 4,55,760 per year for food + non-food expenditures or Rs 37,960 per month or Rs 1266 per day. 

This estimation is in consonance with the recommendations of several commissions for fixing the upper limit of income for the creamy layer of other backward castes (OBCs) in the reservation of seats into the professional colleges. On October 3rd  the Union Cabinet gave its approval for revising the income criteria for creamy of layer of OBCs from Rs 2.5 to Rs 4.5 lakhs per annum (Government of India, 2008). The proposal had been mooted by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment on the basis of recommendations of the National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). On the same issue Justice Rajendra Babu Commission, set up by the Government of Kerala,  recommended on 23rd November 2008, to fix the of cut off point of income at 4.5 lakh per year. In response to this recommendation the senior leaders of NSS and Muslim League in Kerala demanded that the cut off point for the same in Kerala should be fixed at  8.00 lakh (Vellappally & Kunjalikutty, 2008). They were justifying their argument on the basis of current price rise, inflation and the economic recession.  

 
No farming family can make Rs. 4,55,760 net annual income from any common land or water or forest based agricultural operations . Even among the non-farm businesses, very few will be yielding a net income of Rs. Rs. 4,55,760 per year. No wonder everyone is in a mad rush for earning money by hook or crook. One of the reasons, probably the main reason, for the rampant corruption in our Indian society is that the cost of living is unbelievably high as estimated here. Perhaps no one has ever thought of poverty and under-development  from the angle of actual cost of living as estimated above. Any fall in the money market will easily affect the whole world (World Media Nov 2008). But the effect will be maximum on poor farming communities. 

V. Non-profitability

No one can carry on a livelihood occupation incurring loss no matter how great or dignified it may be. He will either make it profitable or else he will leave the job and take up a better one. We have already seen the actual requirement of income for a family to meet the food and non-food expenditures based on given market rate. One will always try to generate sufficient income to match the above mentioned actual requirement and depending on the person and situations he may succeed to make both ends meet. But the most unfortunate thing is that in agriculture no family can make enough net profit to meet its cost of living and to educate the children at least up to graduation or equivalent level. In fact if we really cost account all the expenses no enterprise in agriculture will be profitable to make a living out of them. 

Cleaver and smart people may make enough profit out of the non-agricultural occupations. But in agriculture even if the most able and clever man cannot make sufficient net profit to match his monthly or yearly requirement of net income. He can have any amount of land, labour, capital and entrepreneurial-ship; but, under the prevalent pricing structure, he will not be able make sufficient net profit to make a decent living. But if the farmer is given freedom to fix the price according to the cost of production then only the farmers will be able to make a living while all others will be in poverty unless the government provides them with 6 to 7 times the salary than the scale presently given. 

That is the reason why there is a huge annual shift of population from the agriculture sector to non-agricultural sector and into the cities, irredeemable indebtedness among the farmers, high incidence of suicides, abject poverty among scheduled castes and tribals, higher illiteracy, underdevelopment  and high incidence of injustices among the farming communities. The root cause of all injustices and conflicts between castes, religion, ethnic groups, language, regions and even countries is economical though it may be projected to be social and cultural. Farm works in India are considered to be mean and hence the scheduled castes and tribes are expected to do them. The stigma attached to agriculture related works have reached such a level that at present any one, irrespective of caste, creed or sex, who is doing any land or farm related works is looked down upon. Thus both economically and socially they remain at the lowest rungs of the human development index.

Anyone who does not have the means to lead a decent human living should be considered poor and should be marked as living below poverty line. At present the poverty line fixed by the government is around Rs 22,500 per year per family while the actual requirement for a family to have decent human living is Rs. 4,55,760 net income per year. Will we be able to bridge the gap between this actual poverty line and the declared poverty line.  But the ill-effects of harrowing effects of this situation will be born only by the farming classes. At present this an un-surmountable challenge for the farming communities.

VI. Carrying capacity

Everyone on this earth including the animals has to survive on the fruits of the earth. But there is  a natural law of the “upper limit of carrying capacity of the soil” according to which a unit area of land can support only limited number of people or domestic animals or both; this is called the “carrying capacity of the soil or land.” In the long run every piece of land has its own upper limit of production. Unit increase in the inputs like fertilizers, irrigation, better seeds and other technologies etc. will show increased return in the beginning; but this increase in return will decrease gradually with every unit increase of inputs and will reach a stage after which there will be decrease in return for every unit of input. Thus for every piece of land there is an optimum upper limit of inputs from which we can get the optimum return in the long run based on which we can estimate the number of units of people or animals or both at a particular rate of consumption can be estimated. If the consumption rate is increased by one unit a certain units or number of people will be left without the benefit of production. Similarly if the number of people or animals depending on the land is increased then also the number of people above the carrying capacity will be left without fruits of the land. This is called the “economic marginalization” resulting in “social alienation of exclusion” and happens in money, food materials, clothes, housing, education and ultimately development in human life itself.

Related to the principle of carrying capacity is the ecological principles of natural resource management. Every country formulates laws for the management of its natural resources like soil, water, forest etc. According to the National Commission on Agriculture (1976) India should have at least one-third (110 million hectares) of land area under forest out of the total 330 million hectares of surface land area of our country. Another one-third area will have to be set apart in the long term planning for the non-agricultural purposes like cities, towns, railways, roads, industrial complexes, recreational facilities, water bodies, institutions etc. A lot of high mountain areas are perennially covered under snow. Finally we will have only one-third (110 hectares) of the land area left for cultivation of all types of crops. This land  has an optimum carrying capacity and it is every body’s knowledge that our population has gone far beyond the carrying capacity of our available land for cultivation. 

VII. Ecological Impact of Agriculture

Seldom people think that the type of agriculture (as defined earlier) practiced in India has the maximum negative impact on ecology. Following are a few of the main ecological tragedies which will have greater adverse effect on the poor farming communities. 

1. In India we are cultivating already 146 million hectares while the maximum limit of cultivated land should be around 110 hectares. Large tracts of forest land are cleared for agriculture causing extensive deforestation resulting in heavy silting of rivers, loss of soil fertility, drying up most of the water sources, increasing desertification, decreased agricultural production, greater poverty and increased incidence of famine, degeneration animals both domestic and wild, loss genetic reserves, climatic change, global worming etc.   

2. According to agronomic practices the maximum slop of land for the cultivation of seasonal crops 2.5 per cent. But we are cultivating the same land which are more than 100% slope resulting massive top soil erosion and  depleting the soil fertility. It is estimated that 6 billion tones of top soil is lost every year through soil erosion. Top soil contains the organic matter which holds the nutrients for the plants. The organic matter is the soul of the soil and just like a body without its soul  becomes like a dead body the soil becomes lifeless and unproductive. 

3. Burning of  crop land wastes and slash and burn type of land preparation for farming are other worst forms of agricultural practices that take away the organic matter completely form the soil. Every bit of the organic matter has come from the top soil and according to the principle of organic matter cycle every bit that should go back to the top soil. But for thousands of years these practices are happening in our country. 

4. Forests are the lungs of the nation and according to our national Policy we are supposed to have at least 33.3% of the land under forest. But the estimated forest cover at present is around 10 to 15 per cent only. Most of it is converted to agriculture land. We are cultivating about 36 millions hectares of more land than what is optimum for our country.

4. Large of tracts of very fertile agricultural land is converted to non-agricultural purposes like cities, roads, railways, residential and industrial areas.

5. Many of the water bodies like lakes, marshy land, mangroves are filled up for agricultural and other purposes. These are natural concentrations of bio-diversity and hence ecologically most important.

6. Commercialisation of agriculture led to the irrecoverable loss of genetic resources of many crops and animals. 

7. Increased use of chemicals in the form of fertilizers, pesticides, growth promoters have augmented incidence of various diseases in the human beings. Such use of chemical pollute the soil, air and water. 

All these ecological disasters affect maximum directly or indirectly the farming communities in India. 

VIII. Kink in Economics

Economics is a highly advanced theoretical science developed over many centuries. Yet there is a kink in its net profit calculation especially when human beings are involved in the labour factor. There are a number of aspects where the kinkiness is expressed they are explained as follows.

1. In economics the remuneration for labour is considered only in terms of recorded hours, recorded educational qualification and the intellectual work and not in terms of the physical energy spent in doing the work. 

Basically and from the justice point of view human labour should be valued  in terms of human energy needed in doing a particular labour. This  is a chemical energy most essential to human beings to perform all their vital functions and hence it is called the vital energy for life. For human beings this energy comes only from the food items. hence it is also called food energy and that is why daily diet is most crucial for human beings. This form of energy cannot be substituted by electrical, magnetic, sound or any other forms of energy. Of course, ultimately the human energy comes from the sun. About 675 calories of sun energy is trapped in a photosynthetic process involving combination of six molecules of carbon-dioxide and six molecules of water forming six molecules of oxygen and six molecules of carbohydrate. This carbohydrate when digested by a human being he gets more or less the same amount of energy for doing his bodily functions and work. 

When the food energy is not available sufficiently to an adult working person he/she will loose weight and contract sicknesses like tuberculosis and when the availability of this chemical food energy is nil he will die. In the present economics this human vital energy is not accounted. The proper way is to cost account this essential energy in determining the remuneration for human labour. In other words the remuneration should be calculated in rupees per Kcal per unit time. 

IX. Criteria to Determine Remuneration 

Four main aspects  should  be considered in fixing the remuneration for the work of a person: 1) The energy (Kcal) required for anyone to be just alive and functioning, 2) the amount of additional human energy (Kcal) needed for his work; 3) the Kcal needed for his developmental activities. 4) this is related to the first one in the sense the materials required for the development of one person is manufactured by another person; hence they the fruits some others work and that work is cost accounted in estimating the cost of non-food items needed for the development of a person. 

The first two aspects are covered by the food intake the cost of which can be estimated for a family of six the average family size in India. We call it the food expenditure. Similarly a certain amount of energy is essential to carry out all activities related to development such as studying, reading books and papers, recreation, relaxation etc. They are covered in the 3rd and 4th aspects. These can be estimated applying the ratio 1:5 where 1(one) stands for food expenditure and 5 for non-food/development expenditure. It is estimated that a person who does heavy works will spent on an average as much as 4000 Kcal per day whereas those who do the medium type of work may spent 2200 Kcal and a sedentary worker may spent less than 1500Kcal per day. Those who rest the whole day may spent even less than 1000 Kcal per day. Therefore the basic remuneration for one’s work should be based on the Kcal spent per day person. For example if we fix Rs 10 per 10Kcal spent, then the hard working person spending 4000 Kcal will have Rs 400 per day, Rs 220 for the one who spends 2200 Kcal and Rs150 for the one spending 1500 Kcal per day. But for all these categories the basic developmental allowance should be same if we believe that social justice demands equal opportunities to all. Additional developmental facilities are given to people on competitive basis like for sports and games, higher studies, special trainings etc. the figures expressed here are indicative of the trend of thought rather than actual recommendations. However it is beyond doubt that implementation  of such policy would be the beginning of the establishment of social justice and equal opportunity in the society. 

X. Indian Agriculture in Transition

According to Wikipedia,(2008) Indian agriculture began by 9000 BC by the domestication of crops and animals. Settled life soon followed with implements and techniques being developed for agriculture. Double monsoons led to two harvests being reaped in one year. Indian products soon reached the world via existing trading networks and foreign crops were introduced to India. Plants and animals—considered essential to their survival by the Indians—came to be worshiped and venerated.

The middle ages saw irrigation channels reach a new level of sophistication in India and Indian crops affecting the economies of other regions of the world under Mughal rule . Land and water management systems were developed with an aim of providing uniform growth. Despite some stagnation during the later modern era the independent republic of India was able to develop a comprehensive agricultural program and scientifically and technologically Indian Agriculture is compatible with the most morn systems in the World. 

Yet the condition of our farmers constituting about 65 percent of the population (Census 2001) is nothing but a dignified slavery. Unlike the slaves of the ancient times they are supposed to enjoy the so called fundamental rights: such as. Right to Equality, Right to Particular Freedom, Cultural and Educational Rights, Right to Freedom of Religion, Right Against Exploitation and Right to Constitutional Remedies. (Constitution of India 1952). But in practice do they? All the injustices and atrocities happening to the scheduled castes and tribals are similar to the one’s that happened to the slaves of the ancient times. The author of this article have across cases where the agricultural labourers were murdered by beheading in front of their relatives just because they asked for an increase of 50 paise in their wages. 

All the farmers and agricultural labourers are living in the rural areas where  72.2% of the population resides (Census 2001). Most of them to the millions of rural poor farmers who toil in the soil to feed all the others and yet themselves are remaining hungry, naked, homeless, sick, illiterate and ignorant and to whom others have given nothing more than a  lip service. This situation has to change for the better. Following are some of the prominent areas of change.

The population depending on agriculture is decreasing steadily because first of all the small and marginal farms which make up more than 80% of holdings in India are not viable. In the sixty’s 80% of population depended on agriculture whereas the same has come down to 65% by 2001. Large scale migration of people is taking place from rural to urban areas as well as from the agriculture sector to non-agriculture sector. In the coming years this trend will continue in a much more accelerated way and within the next few decades the population engaged in agriculture will be less than 10% as it happened in the west. Today the youth are not interested in doing any agriculture works except in case of sheer necessity. Secondly agriculture has become highly scientific and technical. Most of the operations like ploughing, sowing, pest and disease control, harvesting and threshing etc. are done by machines. Thirdly farming has become a business and huge investments are needed to carry on with farming operations. Globalizations demands that we open up the agriculture sector to international trade in which only the highly skilled and competitive people can survive. 
XI. Conclusion

Theories like the survival of the fittest (Spencer 1864) and natural selection (Darwin 1859) are much more operative in the present world than before; the only difference is that the criteria for fitness are more economic than physical. Today the one who has more access to capital is fitter for survival than the one who has less. The natural law is applicable in agriculture too; no one who does not have unlimited access to capital and technology will not succeed in agri-business. At present most of the farmers are mere slavish labourers of the nature/weather and market economy. The dynamics of marginalization at present is more economical than social, cultural or religious. By moving away from traditional agriculture sector to any other sector a man saves his physical energy which at present is saving capital for himself. Further he can use the same for more productive purposes which are more productive in nature. 

As a result of these change the agriculture in India will follow the suit of western capitalistic farming which is characterized by high capital and technology input with less than 5% of the population engaged in it. Thus the production, processing and marketing will be controlled by the multinational capitalists. This change whether one likes it or not is inevitable because first agriculture has come under the laws of demand and supply just all other areas of production and marketing. A time will come or it has already come when the prices of agricultural/food products will be decided by the multinational and at a level people who do not have a net income of Rs. 3,67,200 per year at the current monthly average price mentioned above.
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